Longwood Primary School
English Policy
Aims
The aims of English are:
 to enable children to speak clearly and audibly in ways which take account of their
listeners;
 to encourage children to listen with concentration in order to be able to identify the
main points of what they have heard;
 to enable children to adapt their speech to a wide range of circumstances and
demands;
 to develop children’s abilities to reflect on their own and others’ contributions and
the language used;
 to enable children to evaluate their own and others’ contributions through a range
of drama activities;
 to actively promote ‘Reading for Pleasure’;
 to develop confident, independent readers through an appropriate focus on word,
sentence and text-level knowledge;
 to encourage children to become enthusiastic and reflective readers through contact
with challenging and lengthy texts;
 to help children enjoy writing and recognise its value;
 to enable children to write with accuracy and meaning in narrative and non-fiction;
 to increase the children’s ability to use planning, drafting and editing to improve
their work. Purple polishing pens are used across the school for immediate editing
and improvement of work.
Subject Organisation
In the Early Years provision is delivered through CLL in line with Early Year requirements.
From Year 1 to Year 6 English lessons are taught daily following Pie Corbetts ‘Talk for Writing’
strategy using Imitation, Innovation and Invention to include speaking and listening, reading and
writing opportunities.
Opportunities for writing are planned for in English and Theme and teachers plan for variation
in style, purpose and length. Teachers will seek to take advantage of opportunities to make
cross curricular links. They will plan for pupils to practise and apply the skills, knowledge and
understanding acquired through English lessons to other areas of the curriculum. The
opportunities to use ICT effectively to support teaching and learning in English will be planned
for and used as appropriate.
Guided reading takes place daily in all classes. Teachers also plan for children to complete
reading tasks and independent reading at this time. Further reading opportunities in paper texts
and on screen are embedded in to themes of learning across the curriculum.
Story Time takes place daily in class with the text chosen primarily with the children’s personal
preferences in mind.
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Reading Buddies (peer to peer reading scheme) takes place weekly but not simultaneously
across the whole school.
GPS is taught discretely in KS2 on a daily basis. This focuses on the requirements of the new
curriculum. Statutory spellings lists will be issued using New Curriculum spelling journals.
Spelling of common exception words is also practised on hubs.
Speaking and listening is embedded across the curriculum.
Phonics lessons are taught daily in Early Years and KS1 using the Letters and Sounds
programme.
Handwriting is taught to promote cursive style and the use of pen begins at the end of Year 2.
Regular handwriting practise takes place in English books.
Salford Reading Age Children’s reading age will be assessed on a termly basis using the
standardised Salford Reading Test.
Assessment and Target Setting Work will be assessed in line with the assessment policy, the
EYFS, the National Curriculum key performance indicators (KPIs) and Assessing Pupil Progress
(APP) grids on Pupil Asset; PIRA will be used termly to assess pupil attainment.










Short term assessments used to assess learning objectives on a daily basis
Assessing Pupil Progress (APP)
Encourage pupil self-assessment
Pupil trackers, completed each half term
Recorded Pupil Progress Meeting (PPM) with the SLT, each term
Tailored intervention groups to support gaps in learning
Individual Education Plans (IEPs) for English
Long term assessments resulting from end of year Optional and National testing

Differentiation Teachers use a colour code system for pupils on their planning to identify pupils
for G+T extension and SEN provision. We aim to provide for all pupils so that they achieve as
highly as they can in English according to their individual abilities. We will identify which groups
or individual pupils are underachieving and take steps to improve their attainment. From Year 2
upwards, gifted pupils will be identified and considered for participation in the subsequent
years group’s English lessons. Teachers use the school tracking system to identify intervention
as required. All pupils are provided with equal access to the English curriculum. We aim to
provide suitable learning opportunities regardless of gender, ethnicity or socio-economic status.
Monitoring and Review The subject leader is responsible for improving the standards of
teaching and learning in English through monitoring and evaluating:







Pupil progress
Provision and quality of teaching
Provision including intervention groups
Quality of the learning environment
Deployment of support staff
Taking the lead in policy development
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 Auditing and supporting colleagues in CPD
 Purchasing and organising resources
 Awareness of current developments/up to date knowledge
 Analysis of internal and external data
The subject coordinator will produce the action plan for English and this also identifies any
additional factors for assessment and target setting.
Parents are involved through termly parents meeting and pupils target updates. Inspire
workshops are planned termly for every year group to support English achievement and
parental involvement.
Conclusion This policy is in line with other school policies and should be read alongside other
relevant policies:
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